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Committee on Alternatives to Housing

December 9, 2010

Re: Public Hearing on Alternatives to Housing within Brooklyn Bridge Park

Good evening members the Brooklyn Bridge Park Corporation and the Committee on
Alternatives to Housing. Thank you for affording me the opportunity to present our position on this
important plan.

My name is Marcia Bystryn, President of the New York League of Conservatiens\(dtYLCV),

an environmental advocacy and education organization. | am here today to express our support for
the proposed housing within Brooklyn Bridge Park. The park will afford enormous environmental
and recreational benefits for New York residentsl, @ proposal will provide a critical revenue
stream for park operations. However, without a stable revenue source, the future of this
magnificent Brooklyn Bidge Park is in jeopardy.

Revenue generated by the proposed residential development willdranaat | v of f set the p
estimated $16 million in annual maintenance and operating costs, enabling the park to reach its full
potential. Residential housing represents a consistent, stable, artdriongvenue stream,

ensuring the future of Brooklyn Bige Park for future generations of New Yorkers.

This development plan was not arrived at lightly, rather it represents the culmination of a

thoughtful review with the interests of the park itself, as well as New Yorkers in mind; and was
painstakinglystugéid as part of the parkés State Environme
It is important to note that under the proposed development plan, only eight percent of the park will

be utilized for development. Yet, this marginal percentage will aid in maintaining nunaermess

of lawns, playgrounds, beaches, and restored wetlands, that are opecessible to all New

Yorkers.

For these reasons, the New York League of Conservation Voters supports the proposed
development within Brooklyn Bridge Park and encourages ttietparoceed with its
development plans.



Dear Bay Area Economics,

New York Restoration Project (NYRP) would like to express its support for the current self
sustaining financing plan for Brooklyn Bridge Park. We urge the Committee on Alternatives to
retain this plan going forward to ensure the completion of the park without delay.

The new 88acre waterfront park serves a diverse community of neighbors and visitors who use the
riverfront space for numerous recreational purposes. Individuals and facattiggay, picnic, bike,
kayak and exercise in the more than forty acres of parkland dedicated to such activities. The
structure of the current sedfistaining financing plan will only encourage more use of and support
for the public green space.

Extensiveand thoughtful research went into the development of this environmentally and
communityminded plan, which NYRP supports for the following reasons:

e The current financial plan emphasizes a minimal development footprint in the park.
Developing only 9% oftte total space allows visitors to take advantage of ample riverfront
recreational and green space.

e There is no evidence that housing in close proximity to parks serves to privatize a public
park, and the plan includes appropriate and-effidient housiig and limited hotel use
that will benefit visitors and park residents alike through ancillary facility uses in the form
of meeting space, restrooms and restaurants.

e The current plan will not rely on tax dollars to support the maintenance of the park.
Instead, the current financial plan draws funds for maintenance from 1 Brooklyn Bridge
Park, a preexisting building within the project boundaries that was adaptivelyseel for
residential use and completed in 2008.

Accordingly, we believe that Brooklyn Btig e P a fsustaising inaricifig plan is in the best
interest of the parkds progress. Pl ease consider
your decision.

Sincerely,

Amy Freitag, Executive Director
New York Restoration Project



Dear Madam/Sir:

I dondét want housi ng i n pubticeparkséunldss yolPaee@parke s houl d
ranger). Parks for recreation.

I grew up in Brooklyn Heights and have lived in the area for most of my 40 years. As a teen, there
was little to do hex but hang out on the Promenade or at the di\ersoon as we were old enough

to take the subway, my friends and | took every opportunity to leave the neighborhood in search of
more interesting activities. The Heights was beautiful and charming, bagbaind nothing has
changed.

A park with facilities such as those found at Chelsea Piers would make Brooklyn Heights a
destination for more than the people who live there or the occasional tour group. | believe that such
facilities as a skating rink, a bdikld, a swimming pool, a yeaound stage for concerts and other
cultural events would bring people from alles NYC to Brooklyn Bridge Park hey would

drawpaying customers to the park.

Housing would just bring more residents. Is that what we warrmoklyn Heights? A bedroom
community that becomes | ess relevant to todayo6s
have a real park. It should to be completely public and offer activities that interest the the broadest

swath of people.

Thank you,

Liz Abraham



12.13.10
To: Bay Area Economics
Re: How to Pay for Brooklyn Bridge Park withoutmor@ nd o s i n ssiborder t hi s par ko

What follows is our testimony regarding your work to fadternatives to housing inside Brooklyn

Bridge ParkAs backgroud, when the community worked on a patin that addressed their

recreational needsboth passivand active they also worked on a plan that was, to tiieephrase

from the Parks original 13 Guiding PrinciplésFi scal |l y prudent patblet encour
usesuch as a destination reawmdtidicoanderageed cfhit e
resi dent i gayfohpark maintergance. it was prudent in another wagdtmultiple

ways to pay for the park balancing the apsl downs oan economy's bubbleg/hile the current

park funding plan places 90% of the dollant® private housing, the community's 2001 Master

Plan(see documents to follow via mail) had multiple fundiogirces, employing a fiscally prudent

means to pay for theark, each of which was publically accessible and compatilitethe nature

and use of a public park. It was sufficiemtpay for the park the community had designed,

collaboratively,over 20 yearsWhat follows are our united ideas and requests for payknents

that would replace private housing inside plagk. We encourage BAE to look carefully at these

alternativesand not fall prey to the interests of one narrow graiuldIMBY players of the

wealthiest New Yorkers, who live otme community and who @, throughout the years, shown
noremorseimi j acking the communitybés park plan and fo
surrounding communities that so desire and require a park.

I. How to Pay for Brooklyn Bridge Park (with what is there):

l.Lowert he budget to a ficity par k taeesreade®dB5 budget .
acres) multiplied by $150,000 per acre (which is 10 tiwiest the city pays for park upkeep in

regular parks) is $10.8 million, more thawfficient to run this ark. We all must live within our

means, so must BBP. Wiave many suggestions on how to get the $16.1 million annual budget
downtosomet hi ng resembling a normal but Aworl d cl a:
(One glaring example: fleet of carscamucks for the parkrememberHudson River Park is 5

times the length of BBP and has 5 golf carts to navigiatend the park, not the 25 some odd

Toyota Priuses and dune buggi€apital replacement for this one budget line is in excess of

$200K petyear). Ifthey are unable to do this we have many other suggestions including

eliminatingthe duplication of bureaucracies. We have a city parks deparimegtare we

creating a separate entity with its own President and staff? Fold BBP iritythparks

department and cut the redundancy. There is a private conseri@madiat enjoys special

financial priviledges in the parkthey kept half of althe funds the Tobacco Warehouse generated

over the past 5 years, estimate@himillion, and they wre given all the revenue from the pop up

park's concession 2009. These duplicative bureaucracies are a strain on the park's ymtdget

public already has a bureaucracy to design, run and program ourfaekser structures may

very well be costt to maintain. The fault lies in thrdesign not the piers. The uplands are the most

valuable lands in the parkwhy are they sacrificed for the sake of the piers? If there is no money

to maintain thepiers and these piers can not be maintained withowatming public land with



housing, why choose the atrtificial and expensive piers over stable (aflddelszone likely)
uplands?

2. Build a forpay recreation center and charge for use. The Mayor gave thestaal industry
over $10 billion in tax sutidies over his first 8 years in officé/hat has that resulted in except a
lot of subsidies for residential real estate thatnderwater and over 600 buildings in New York
lying vacant and unfinished®e need recreational facilities and these faciliti@s make money
for the parkThey do for other parks. Our children are obese, they suffer from asthmatet a
unequalled in the nation. It is time we invested in our children. Provideircentive to draw a
world-class recreational center operatobtild the facilitiesfor which the community advocated
when it first imagined the park. This witake money. Look no further than the Dodge Y, four
blocks east of the parkVithin the first month of operation this Y was fully subscribed with a
membershipf 3000 families paying over $1000 per year. This number has groswet’000
families paying more than $1200 per year. That is $8..4 millioygearfor a 40,000 square foot
facility. The Y offers reduced and free membershiptamilies unable to payrhey also contribute
their surplus revenue to Vils less affluent neighborhoods. Their mission is not about money. Their
missionis about building strong children and families. Maybe it's time the park foonsghat's
important to Brooklynites the noney will follow just as it has for the YAssuming a vertical
recreation center on Pier 6 and at John Street, each 3 stoai¢stal of 100,000 s@re feet, with
half the Y feestructure, these facilitiesould generate an additional $3,000,000 to jpg@erations.

3. Capture all the money flowing from-park concessions. If this park must fay everything to
maintain and rebuild itseffagain, something no other parkaisked to de then all revenue

flowing from the park must be retained by thaek. No new rules when it suits the Mayor to
change them having alreatBneged on the park design the community developed and found
funding fori in favor of landscaping for condos without any year round recreation. The 5 new
concessions already inside fark must pay rent (some do not accordinRégina Myer at the

first CAC meeting). The wine bar in the pap park in 2009nade $500,000 for one short season.
The Shake Shack in Madison Square Park has a revenue sharing progrtv péttk and critics
feel that the $3,000,000 it contributes to that park issstihller than it should be because certain
special events are exempt from tegenueshare model. Marty Maher from the Parks Department
told the CB6Parks Committee last spring that one hot dexgdor alone in Central Park contributes
$1 million to that park. One hot dog vendor with one cart. Using desecent examples, the

River Café should contribute at least $2,000,000 tp#nk (they pay $28,000 per year for rent,
and not one dime goés the park fothe 2 acres of park land they use, half of it for their private
parking and a sittingark). It should be noted that the Development Corporation renegotiated the
River Cafe lease just as the terms of the financing deal and the CAH wasi®égatigited last year.
Along with the lack of transparency on the RFP forthbacco Warehouse, it really appears that
these existing sites are being givamay to favored vendors and organizations in an 11th hour
attempt to thwart thevork of the CAH. Tle other vendors, seasonal because there are no facilities
to keep park goers at the site year round, should be paying normal $8btpersquare foot per
month for 5 months per year. That would add $2,100,009ezer Total income from #park
restaurats and concession$4,100,000.



No free passes should be allowed for any business inside park borders ingarting facilities.

The original plan had an estimated 400 incgpraducingspaces. The ESDC has already left
parking revenue off the tablerfthe 360Furman Street building500 parking spacesa

significant revenue loss for padperations budget because most parks that do contribute to their
overhead usparking as a significant source of revenue. So, the balance of the spaees that
planned for the park180- must go to park operations. We estimate these spaces, for the
seasonal park that BBP has become, with only 5 useainiéhs, or 150 days per year, at an

average of $25 per space per day, coelderate $675,000 from ite mrking spaces not already
taken off the tablérom the poorly negotiated 360 Furman/1 BBP deal. Again, the Mayor has done
amasterful job of locking out the biggest, best qpoivatizing revenue generatae that the CAH
can be told, has alreadybeen tethfar0e @ao st macmor e! 0 Bu't even
fact, there are several parking structyuss off the site that could be assessed a parktfesre is

one on State Street\afillow Place, on Atlantic at Hicks, one about to be built@ongress at

Hicks, and at least 5 in the DUMBO and Vinegar Hill neighborhoods that coutabiped for more
revenue in excess of the $675,000 outlined from spac&etredopment Corporation has indicated
the plan will have.

4. Capture money fromipalk activities the park naturally attracts. The BrookBndge is the
location for at least one major action film production each yeartheisite for numerous

television productions and advertising shoots for bothdiha print. The Top Chefs cableogram

is already using 1 BBP and the parktasackdrop for its new season. Again, if the park must pay
for itself, then alfunds it generates must be kept for its upkeep. Film companies pay $5,000 per
day to shoot in Cobble Hill Park, a tiny local parithout any of the world clagsack drop of

BBP. Other locations around the city, like the Borough Hall buildihgrge considerably more

(up to $100K per day) for major film shoots. If BBRre to attract 30 shoofays per year (a low
estimate), chargman average 20,000 per day, that would bring in an additional $600,000 to
park funding. Andemember, with BBP's own armed police force and maintenance crew, these
shoots are codtee to the City. Think of the free advertising it brings to the parkadded benefit
for tourism to the park, bringing in even more visit@sle fashion designer and one Chassidic
group has rented Pier 2 over the gast years for big, onéday, private events. What they paid for
these privilegemside BBP is not knowrCan the consultant find out? What is known is tither

big events that take place in Central Park, in Bryant Park and in othetipankghout the city,

pay significant money to rent public lands. We suggestBB& can become such a venue and
generae at least $500K/yr., a modeshount compared to that paid by vendors for a single
Manhattan event such Eashion WeekThe supersized marina with 180 yachts, the kayak
boathouse and the new veratedhe Tobacco Warehouse are all given a free pass amut gay

into the parklif the park must pay for itself, all vendors inside the park should pay in. latleey

not for profit then they should be able to find donors to gift into a philantHuraly(see below) for
the park. No free rides in a park thatshpay for itselfEven the recent RFP for Pier 6 contains
language that allows the Developménd r por ati on t o fAhost a | imited n
(there),atareducedat es 0. Whil e a small amount of revenue
park it is an issue of equitya park that must pay for itself can not afford to overlaok potential
revenue source. No special passes for favored organizaggpesially for those who are entrusted
with coming up with park funds in the firgtace. It § unseemly.



5. Capture funds from local businesses that profit from this vadalss parkThere is a line,
sometimes around the block, at Patsy's every day and nitite wfeek, even on the bitterest,
coldest nights. Pete's Tavern has gone fromobtige lowestrated restaurants to one of the hottest
since Pier 1 opened. Samérise for many other establishments on Old Fulton. Like Bryant Park,
with a BID dedicated to funding the park, the businesses along the BBP's corridors should
contribute to parkunding because, after all, there would be little to no busioethese venues if

it were not for the park and the public funds that went intg#nk's creation in the first place. This
formula for funding is simple, similar #®ryant Park's. If onlya fraction of what Bryant Park
businesses generate cobllasked of the businesses along Old Fulton it would generate another
$1,000,000 per year. Again, the park is attracting busitbégse businesssfould contribute to
maintaining the goose thatdkaid their golden eggs.

6. Philanthropy without strings attached. The businesses around the Higbhtribute to that

park withaut strings. Google gave $1,0000 to the park, freef any obligation to house their art
collection, or any obligation regding privatauses. Google felt that this park was a special amenity
for their employees whaork so close to it, and use it before, during and after work. The
businesses netre park, in particular the bigger employers in DUMBO, should not be perritted
dictate how their donations ar ethatdoesthot( e. g., t he
contribute to park funding but is sedfistaining for their art collectioon public lands, in a

location that they dictated). Philanthropy is a traditigpaak revenue source and so it should be
used for BBP. The original plan hadtimated $2,00000 for philanthropy 10 years ago. Even if
that number is cub one quarter today, it is still a paltry amount considering the wealth in
DUMBO alone. $500,000 forworld class park's philanthropy outreach would hardlg berden,
don't you think?

Il. How to Pay for the Park with Transformative Ideas (that changehe direction of the design,
for the benefit of the borough and not just tha$® come to visit for thgiew once in a lifetime):

A. Atlantic Ferry (see Roy Sloane/Cobble Hill Association testimony)

B. The Berm Amphitheater: The current berm does not do what it is intended sanificantly
reduce noise in the part from the BQE. The highway's tiaiser is still at deafening levels, yet
millions would be spent for this structuteat only serves as a barrier to park utilization (its angle
prevents recreationake), save a walkway miglay up the hill. Why not carve out the interior of
theberm that &ces the river so that residents of Columbia Heights, (who may prgfeen vista

to a working park), get their view while at the same time creatingmphitheater whose interior
could be used for musical events andatdoor theatrical venue, suchwalsat the Heights
Association advocated duritigeir Tobacco Warehouse testimony. This could be an experiential
venuesimilar to what Boston did in 1976 for their bicentennial A h a p p e showmlt A sl i de
circa 2010, digitized, and about the Great Bridgmvid McCulloughhas supported our quest for a
real park without housing and might very wellibterested in helping with such a positive and
parklike project. Using tax incentivee help a builder design and build it, the city and this park
could reapmillions in on-going revenue.



C. Tall ships and music at Pier 5: Instead of a yachting marina, transfahisirspace into a
maritime museum on the water with 188% ships and makbat into a federally registered
destination for warships, too. Marite use waMayor Bloomberg's idea for this park; creating a
true cultural amenity for thpark that is in keeping with its history is appropriate. It might also
serve as theummer home to the NY Philharmonito be played aboard a flotilla of ships.

I11. How to Pay for the Park (with Community Building initiatives): (Let's not call it taxes but
instead, a fee for public lands)

1. Senator Squadron's Park Increment Recapture Plan not only finds raslldes<but encourages
community building for both # surrounding communitiess well as the parka winwin solution

that is both incremental and practibaicause it addresses the fundamental financial truth about this
park: thepark itself improves the communities that surround it!

2. Itemized and evevoluntary Park Improvement Fund. Polk County Floridfulisof lakes and

tea partyers. They have beautiful waterfronts and a real avéosiaxes. These lakes are very hard
to keep up and keep sdfalligatorsliving in and along almost 15 miles ofie lines. Here

residents have a line iteam their tax bill: for one tax payer paying $1300 per year, his bill

includes $25 feéor parks. If we can no longer afford to pay for our parks then why don't we create
a park improvement fund? With a minimal $2& household per year we ogenerate sufficient

funds to pay for our parksALL our parks. And when yoitemize it people get it. They understand
the value they receive from this miremmount of money. And if it is such a hard leap for the Mayor
to acept that theesidents of Brooklyn want a park and not the housing complex he proposes, why
not test this idea? And you can give residents a choice on their taxes, tooy@lithtary check

off box - they don't have to pay it but they casimilar to the way campaign financing was done on
Federal Tax returns.

3. Real Estate Transaction/land conservation fee: In East Hampton Longeigtapdhome sale

has a special transfer tax associated with it that helps thept@serve open space. With these
fundsthe town pays for land they then placaitand conservancy for public use, forever protected
as open space. The ideaadfransfer tax fund for this park (and other parks in the NYC system) is
to create avorld class park fund from real estate transadiin either Brooklyn as a whabe in

the areas surrounding the park. It assures a constant stream of dddiwditegl outside the reach

of mayors or council people who come and go flultlic land should be forever).

4. Jehovah Witness Properties site (see Tony Manheim testimony; Maril@aelber editorial

Nov. 2010): This idea is fully developed by others. The only thiegvould add is that if a deal is
not struck now, before the Pierl buildings gothe, value of the Witnesses' Columbia Heights
properties will be greatly diminisheds with so many of the ideas to pay for the park, if time is
lost, if contractsare let without a provision to secure funding, then the only thing left will be the
sale of public lands for condos.

5. Middle School : his idea was recommended several years ago when @ppasent that with
all the new residential building in Brooklyn, including the massittantic Yards project, would
require more school facilities for area residemtss was also an idea put forwarg the writer



Philip Lopate whose book amalking New York's Waterfronts is a useful primer on how New
Yorkers relate toheir open space. He posits the idea that New Yorkers have an uneasy time with
parks and open space. To help them relate, he recorsmattihg public servicesto these spaces

- to offer public services inside our parks (to go schoobenail a box or to get their license) and
get a park experience for free.

Summary: How can we pay for the park?

I. With what is there, within the pscribed revenue footprint:
With a for-pay recreational facility: $3,000,000
With concessions: $4,100,000
With parking: $ 675,000
With film shoots: $ 600,000
With one event per year: $ 500,000
With a Fulton Landing PID: $1,000,000
With Philanthropy: $ 50000

II. With what could be, transformatively:
Atlantic Ferry Terminal and vertical cultural venue: $3,000,000
With Berm Amphitheater: $1,500,000
With Tall Ships/ Summer Music: $ 500,000
Ill. With Community building, fees for public lands initiatives:
Parkfee/Conservation Fee: $$$$
Middle School: (swap $$)
PIRC Plan: $$$
Jehovah Witness Plan: $$$$

ALL of these ideas are PUBLICALLY accessible activities, are compatible wittbkc park-

even the private events only temporarily use public lands (utléqetrmanent event of private
housing inside a public parkand we can conservativetying of $10375,000 per year. Adding

the PILOTs from 360 Furman/1BBRotel, retail at Empire Stores, and the hotel brings it to $16
million. Then, alongvith the trasformative ideas there is enough money (in excess of
$20,000,000) tactually do more in the park with free programming to address the recreational
cultural needs of area residents. Finally, adding community building initiathefnding for all

city parks including this one is guarante&tere is no one magic bullet for park funding. Private
luxury housing is a ceputthat says the city has no will to provide the people of Brooklyn with the
park theyhave so long advocatetihe answer the fiscdly prudent answer lies in the will to

create a true amenifgr the community that the community can actually use. That was the original
vision for BBP. It lies in a multiple funding scheme that can weather the ugloams of any
economy and does nily 90% on luxury housing: that bubble Hagst.

Other issues we respectfully ask you to address in your final report because &igisighe

narrow, contrived request o fiming,lsame amognhohfunds, A f oot pr

same fogprint is simply wrong:



1. If housing is the only way to pay for this park then it should line the entireWWaskis it that
the people who most want housing don't want housing in fraheafhomes? Forget about

protecting view planes for this NIMBYetv. Theywerggi ven t heir design of a
back in the 2001 Plan. But that wasaoh o0 u g h . Letds have no sacred c

protected. If you cannot employ the public trust doctrine for this park (because they cleverly did
notdesgnate this land as a park) then place housing along the entire {dw@gip itlow so as to

not bl ock those cherished vi efinaciefsobutbulcepvwaty or k 6 s

housing along the length of the park, replacingaien andhe high rises at the park's entrances.
So if it is housing you will recommente equitable. Share the pain for the sake of environmental
justice and theommunities at either end of the park that so desperately need a park.

2. Hasndot t atetaxesiindD&/MBOntherCelambia Watetrfront &abble Hill alone

over the past 10 years been sufficient justification that thish@sknore than paid for itself? If

BAE were to analyze the rise in real estate valaethese communities and compartithe rise

in values of the one communitlyat supports housing in the park (Brooklyn Heightel will see

that these othecommunities flanking the park have increased their property values and taatbase
a much higher rate than the ppark housing ommunity!These other communitidgve already

paid their share of park maintenance! Let the park enjotatheevenue it has already generated
from the communities that have workedhswd to improve their properties. That would be the

most equitable angist mean® f A payi ngeéewiftor & hper qpeamrtkage of

3. Why we are not evaluating the park on its utility rate? With very little to do ipatthe
particularly from September to May, people are coming to look, and g&n@ethat most do
what Michelle Obama did last summer on her visit, and nodmgrs who bring their relatives for a
look, then go out to eat. A park shouldd@luated on its utility to the people who were to use it,
often and for lengths dime.

t he

i
ow

W

4. Howdidit become the worl dés par k vtepsiantes Br ookl yno

began to change to make this park appealing to the world artd lessdents, so should the
funding prerogatives. Without usable recreattmoughout the year, who doesslgark really
serve? If it is now to serve the womak suggest that in consideration for all the earlier promises
made to the community hat wer e broken with this plan,
Thank you for your consideration of thesmdling opportunities. We trust you wiihd alternatives
that do not further privatize our wonderful and long advocptddic park.

Sincerely,

President, BBP Defense Fund

President, Carroll Gardens Neighborhood Association
President, Friends of BrooklyBridge Park

President, Park Slope Neighbors

Executive Director, Sierra Club, Atlantic Chapter

10
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We are against building condos in the neighborhood to fund the park.

There are too many people in the neighborhood alre@ldgre is no more parking for thesidents
that have lived here for years.

Secondly the scale of the building proposed for John st is way out of touch with the scale of the rest
of DUMBO Vinegar Hill.

Please consider alternatives to high rise condd® residential condo boom is ove
Thank you,

Adam Meshberg
Vinegar Hill Neighborhood Association President
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-- no morecondos because you will be giving away the land forever (as opposed to leasing for a
fixed period)

-- we need more recreation: ballfields, track, skating, pool

-- | support creative financing ideas such as the PERK plan

My husband and | attended the early park plan meetings. | did not like the commercial aspects but

it was acceptable. Then a few years ago the condos were added without neighborhood support. The
outlines of the park were determined to include the water in order to increase the commercial area.
This has made me cynical and mistrustful of the entire process. | hope you will listen to the
community this time around and give us a real park, not dct®backyard.

Ann Link
1 Tiffany Place, Apt. 5C
Brooklyn, NY 11231
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To Whom it may concern:

I am a 10 year resident of the Columbia Waterfront neighborhood and a mother of three young
children.

My family is very pleased that parts of the park have egdévly children have really enjoyed
exploring the new playgroun®reserving our waterfront for families in our community has been a
priority and it is great to be able to finally see the water and get to it at Pier 6.

However, it is still very dangersuo get to Pier 6it seems that the south end of the park is always
an afterthought for the people of Brooklyn. It seems like it has been designed just for housing and
for people who drive to the park and not for the millions of Brooklynites who udie naimsit or

for pedestrians.

We are also very disappointed that the pools, the indoor recreation center and ice rink were taken
out of this new park plan when housing was put in. We are grateful to Senator Squadron and
Assemblywoman Millman for theirrpmise to restore recreation in the paRecreation helps

make this park usable throughout the year and as a destination it will be filled with people who in
turn will help make it safe (for those concerned about safety in the park).

We do not want tgee 5 more luxury condo towers built on what should be land dedicated to a

park. That violates everything a public park standsTbere are so many other viable options that

can be implemented for fundingthe pegke nat or Sqguadr on GlentexanpEé pl an,
of one.

We simply want a park that our children can enjoy. The community has waited for almost thirty
years for this chance and it won't come along again. Let's not blow it on private luxury housing.
Sincerely,

Elizabeth Lind
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November 25, 2010
Committee on Alternatives to Housing Public Hearings

Dear Sir or Madam:

Central United Talmudical Academy supports the current financing plan for Brooklyn Bridge Park ar)d urges the
Committee on Alternatives to retain this plan going forward to ensure the completion of the park without delay.
The Williamsburg Hassidic community uses the property and fully supports expansion without delay

The BBP Financing Plan was the subject of serious examination and thoughtful deliberation following the
creation of the park master plan. The current financing plan was studied in the course of the project's
environmental review (SEQR) and is enshrined in the project's General Project Plan (GPP)

Waterfront parks by their nature are more expensive to maintain. Brooklyn Bridge Park has 12,000 pilings on
Piers 2. 3. 5 and 6. The costs of keeping these pilings in good repair cannot be treated as capital costs.

The current financing plan minimizes the footprint of development in the park (8% of total project area).

Housing and limited hotel use is the most appropriate and compatible land use for a public park. These uses
are land-efficient and provide “eyes on the park” as well as ancillary uses like meeting space, restrooms and
restaurants that will serve park users. There is no evidence that housing in close proximity to parks serves to
privatize a public park. Many examples all over New York City illustrate this, including Riverside South and
Central Park in Manhattan

The current financing plan is not subject to unpredictable budget cycles and ensures that Brooklyn Bridge Park
will be well maintained in perpetuity. The current financial plan is reliable in that the park operator will control
the development sites to ensure a steady source of income to fund park maintenance.

Brooklyn Bridge Park's features are not expensive items. Most of the park’s annual maintenance costs are due
to the nature of the waterfront site rather than particular features, finishes or amenities.

Maintenance costs were evaluated by the NYC Department of Parks and Recreation and found to be
consistent with operating costs for large waterfront parks.

The Park's ﬁnar)c!al plan is already in action, with maintenance funds coming from 1 Brooklyn Bridge Park, a
pre-existing building within the project boundaries that was adaptively re-used for residential use and
completed in 2008.

Ver/ incerely,Yours

i |
\ \H U
AR T

Mordechai Hirsch, Administrafpr

Main Office: 76 Rurledge S1. Brooklyn NY 11211 * Tel.. 718.797.2888 'VFAx: 718.797.2889

Buildings: 762 Wythe Avence - 8 Skillwan Streer + 70 Franklin Avenve - 84 Sanford Streer
579 Bedlord Avenue -+ 638 Bedford Avenue
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Regina Myer
President

Brooklyn Bridge Park
334 Furman Street
Brooklyn, NY 11201

Dear Ms. Myer,

We are writing to you today regarding the planned expansion of the
Brooklyn Bridge Park, presumably under discussion in the Commission of
Alternatives.

As the representatives of the thousands of Jewish families currently living in
the Williamsburg section of Brooklyn, we express our support for the
notion of using private development of the area to finance expansion and
ongoing maintenance of the park. The Brooklyn Bridge Park is a much
favored park among our community members. We all visit it often, asitis a
noted spot for picnics and other recreations.

In light of the above, we feel and believe that doing so will ultimately
ensure that this resource becomes and remains viable for the community.

We thank you in advance for taking our opinion under consideration.

Appreciatively,
QT
S N

Isaac Wertheimer

United Talmudical Academy
Mam ofFice: 82 LEE AVENUE « BROOKLYN N.Y. 11211 » TEL.: 963 9260

BAANCH OFFICES!

590 Bedford Ave , Brooklyn N.Y. - 863-9283 94-110 Throop Ave., Brooklyn N.Y. - 963-8290 165 Clymer St., Brooklyn N.Y. - 384-2373
75 Ross St. Brooklyn N.Y. - 963.2502 720 Wythe Ave.. Brooklyn NLY. - 935-9845 125 Heyward St., Brooklyn NLY. - 596-6532
212 Wmsbg East, Brookiyn N.Y - 963-9560 25-3t Waverly Ave , Brooklyn N.Y - 330-9202 241 Keap St,, Brooklyn N.Y. - 963-9294-9295

236 Marcy Ave.. Brooklyn NLY. - 963.9288 128 Ruttedge St.. Brooklyn N.Y. - 624-8122 62-68 Harrison Ave . Brooklyn N Y. - 963-8582
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JCC of Williamsburg
199 Lee Avenue Suite 366
Brooklyn, New York 11211

Committee on Alternatives to Housing Public Hearings
November 25, 2010

Dear Sir or Madam

JCC of Williamsburg supports the current financing plan for Brooklyn Bridge Park and urges the
Committee on Alternatives to retain this plan going forward to ensure the completion of the park
without delay. The community uses the property and fully supports expansion without delay j

The BBP Financing Plan was the subject of serious examination and thoughtful deliberation
following the creation of the park master plan. The current financing plan was studied in the
course of the project's environmental review (SEQR) and is enshrined in the project's General
Project Plan (GPP).

Waterfront parks by their nature are more expensive to maintain. Brooklyn Bridge Park has
12,000 pilings on Piers 2, 3, 5and 6. The costs of keeping these pilings in good repair cannot be
treated as capital costs

The current financing plan minimizes the footprint of development in the park (8% of total project
area).

Housing and limited hotel use is the most appropriate and compatible land use for a public park.
These uses are land-efficient and provide ‘eyes on the park” as well as ancillary uses like
meeting space, restrooms and restaurants that will serve park users. There is no evidence that
housing in close proximity to parks serves to privatize a public park Many examples all over New
York City illustrate this, including Riverside South and Central Park in Manhattan.

The current financing plan is not subject to unpredictable budget cycles and ensures that
Brooklyn Bridge Park will be well maintained in perpetuity. The current financial plan is reliable in
that the park operator will control the development sites to ensure a steady source of income to
fund park maintenance

Brooklyn Bridge Park’s features are not expensive items. Most of the park’s annual maintenance
costs are due to the nature of the waterfront site rather than particular features, finishes or
amenities.

Maintenance costs were evaluated by the NYC Department of Parks and Recreation and found to
be consistent with operating costs for large waterfront parks.

The Park’s financial plan is already in action, with maintenance funds coming from 1 Brooklyn
Bridge Park, a pre-existing building within the project boundaries that was adaptively re-used for
residential use and completed in 2008.

Very Sincerely Yours,

!\kbs;e Indig
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A Source of Relp ond guldance!

Central Jewish Council

* DIDIRD YWITIR YORIVIVY *
Phone: (718) 246-2100 « Faxc (718) 935-1634 - Email: info@cjcorg.org

WillamsburgBranch | Borough Park Branch Crown Helghts Branch
127 Rutledge Street ’} 162047th Street 895 Eastern Phwy
Brooklyn, NY 11211 1 Brooklyn, NY 11204 Brooklyn, NY 11213

Housing

Section8

Sodial Security

Immigration

Sl

HEAP Program

Food Stamps

Nelghbourhood Heating Fund
Energy Share Program

Medcald

Child Health Plus

Family Health Plus

Birth Certificates

Marrlage License

Key Span Problems

Con Edison Problems

D.E. P Problems
Medicare Part D Program
EPIC

And More

Committee on Alternatives to Housing Public Hearings
Brooklyn Bridge Park

334 Furman Street

Brooklyn, NY 11201

Hon. Robert K. Steel, Chair

On behalf of the Central Jewish Council Inc. a social service organization
representing over 60 thousand Jewish Families in the borough of Brooklyn, we are
writing to you in support to the current financing plan for Brooklyn Bridge Park
and urge the Committee on Alternatives to retain this plan going forward to ensure
the completion of the park without delay. The community uses the property and
fully supports expansion without delay

Waterfront parks by their nature are more expensive to maintain. Brooklyn Bridge
Park has 12,000 pilings on Piers 2, 3, 5 and 6. The costs of keeping these pilings
in good repair cannot be treated as capital costs.

The current financing plan minimizes the footprint of development in the park
(8% of total project area).

Housing and limited hotel use is the most appropriate and compatible land use for
a public park. These uses are land-efficient and provide “eyes on the park™ as well
as ancillary uses like meeting space, restrooms and restaurants that will serve park
users. There is no evidence that housing in close proximity to parks serves to
privatize a public park. Many examples all over New York City illustrate this,
including Riverside South and Central Park in Manhattan.

Our children and families are waiting for this park to be completed so we can
enjoy the park on a daily basis. Please don’t delay it.
Very Sincerely Yours,

Chaim Wercberger
Chaim Wercberger
Executive Director

The Role of the Central jewish Council

The prindpal objective of the Coundl s to provide community regidents with “one-stop shopping’, 2 single source of Information and guidance to which they
can turn for 2l their needs. The experianced and friendly personnal at the Coundl will be able to disauss with community residants their various problems,
and advise them with regard to which programs are best suited to them, based on their needs and qualifications.
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505 Bedford Ave. * Brooklyn, NY 11211 » 718-302-7500 *+ Fax: 718-384-5530

November 29, 2010

Regina Myer,
President

Brooklyn Bridge Park
334 Furman Street,

Dear Ms. Myer

Being the administrator of Yeshiva Jesode Hatorah, which is a Jewish
Educational School for close to 800 children in the Brooklyn area, it
caused me a great deal of concern to hear that there is even a possibility
to put a hold on the building expansion of the Brooklyn Bridge Park.

On behalf of the children and the families that attend our school, I would
like to show our support for the expansion plan, and we certainly hope

that the mayor does continue with his plans as it is to benefit the people in
the Brooklyn community.

Thanking you for your consideration,

Sam Fischer,
Administrator
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November 29, 2010

Regina Myer
President

Brooklyn Bridge Park
334 Furman Street
Brooklyn, NY 11201

Dear Ms. Myer,
As the administrator of Yeshiva Beth Hillel of Williamsburg, | was
concerned to hear that there is a possibility to put a hold on the building

expansion of the Brooklyn Bridge Park.

On behalf of the children and families that attend our school, | would like
to show our great support in expanding the park.

We positively hope that the mayor continues his plans, as it is extremely
beneficial to the Brooklyn community.

With appreciation for your consideration,

Leib Tabak
Administrator
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Rabbi Yechiel Kaufman

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Chairmen
Yilzchok Pinter

Yussi Rieder

DIRECTORS
Eliezer Abromowilz
Moshe Ausfresser
Abraham Biderman

Nochum Fishman

[ P SR R TP SR,

(718) 972-6600 ® Pgw. (718) 9794654

November 29, 2010 ik,

Ms. Regina Myer
President

Brooklyn Bridge Park
334 Furman Street
Brooklyn, NY 11201

Dear Ms. Myer:

The Borough Park community utilizes the Brooklyn Bridge Park and service to
Governor’s Island. The community supports the expansion of the park without delay.

The BBP Financing Plan was the subject of serious examination and thoughtful
deliberation following the creation of the park master plan. The current financing
plan was studied in the course of the project’s environmental review (SEQR) and is
enshrined in the project’s General Project Plan (GPP).

Housing and limited hotel use is the most appropriate and compatible land use for a
public park-these uses are land-efficient and provide “eyes on the park” as well as
ancillary uses like meeting space, restrooms and restaurants that will serve park
users.

There is no evidence that housing in close proximity to parks serves to privatize a
public park. Many examples all over New York City illustrate this, including Riverside
South and Central Park in Manhattan.

Brooklyn Bridge Park’s features are not expensive items — Most of the park’s annual
maintenance costs are due to the nature of the waterfront site rather than particular
features, finishes or amenities.

Maintenance costs were evaluated by the NYC Department of Parks and Recreation
and found to be consistent with operating costs for large waterfront parks.

Sincerely,

2 JEWIsH POVERTY
STEYon mYai ApTy
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Moshe Zakheim
President

Zindel Zelmanovitch
Chairman of the Board

Rabbl Yecherkel Pikus
Executive Director

Martin Kahan
Chief Financial Officer

SOCIAL SERVICES
EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE
EMMIGRANT SIRVICKS

Phone: (718) 377-2900
LeADER FAMILY
EMPLOYMENT CENTER

ComMrPuter LiTERACY

H.S. GED ProGaaM

Phone: (718) 377-2900

Fax: (718)692-4131
BusiNEss OUTREACH
CENTER
1546 Coney Island Avenue

Phone: (718) 253-5262

Fax: (718) 758-2119
HEALTH INSURANCE
1546 Coney Island Avenue

Phone: (718) 252-5854
Fax:  (718) 758-2119
PROJECT CARE
SENIOR SERVICES &
Sexvicrs For HOLOCAUSTY
Survivors
1658 Coney Island Avenue
Phone: (718) 627-5602
Phone: (718) 627-5619
Fax: (718)627-5624
LEGAL ASSISTANCE
1546 Coney Island Avenuc
Phone: (718) 627-5039
Fax: (718)758-2119
Yours PROGRAMS
1546 Coney Island Avenue
Phone: (718) 2524446
Fax:  (718) 252-4594
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Website:

www.cojoflatbush.org

UIAG Federation
of New York

ouncil of Jewish Organizations
of JKlatbush, Inc.

November 29, 2010

Regina Myer,
President

Brooklyn Bridge Park
334 Furman Street,
Brooklyn, NY 11201

Dear Ms. Myer:

One of the central parts of the mission of the Council of Jewish Organizations of
Flatbush, Inc. is to advocate on behalf of the thousands of residents who reside
in the Midwood/Flatbush neighborhood of Brooklyn.

On behalf of the Board of Directors and the Midwood/Flatbush Community, I
would like to express our community’s support for the planned expansion of the

Brooklyn Bridge Park now under discussion in the Commission for
Alternatives.

Many members of our community have used this park and find it to be a nice
place to take a walk, throw a ball or Frisbee and enjoy the great outdoors.

We feel that the plan under discussion to use private development of the area to
finance the continued maint e and expansion of the park will ensure its

long term viability and make sure that this resource remains available to the
community.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Rybbi Yechezkel Pikus
xecutive Director

1550 CONEY IsLAND AVENUE, BROOKLYN, NEwW YORK (1230-4716

Plione (718) 377-2900 o Fax (718) 377-6089 o Executive Office E-Mail: cojo@jewishcouncil.ory A Proud Amiista of
Funded in port by the: ME CO
CARNEGIE CORPORATION OF NY ® LEADER FAMILY FUND ® NYS DEPARTMENT OF STATE t ~—-....;T- = UN__C__I!:
NYSOTDA ® NVS OCFS @ NYS LEGISLATURE ® NY CITY COUNCIL ® NYC DFTA ® NYC DYCD ® FEGS S e

® CONSORTIUM FOR WORKFR EDUCATION @ BIKUR CHOLIM OF FLATIIISH/ BORO FARK
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November 29, 2010

Regina Myer

President of Brooklyn Bridge Park
334 Fuman Street

Brooklyn, NY 11201

Dear Ms. Myer:

Good Afternoon. My name is Jeffrey Leb and | am the Executive Director of the Sephardic Community
Federation. The Sephardic Community Federation is an umbrella organization that represents
Sephardic institutions in the borough of Brooklyn. We represent a constituency of 70,000 people, from
infants to seniors.

On behalf of the Sephardic Community Federation, | would like to express our support for the current
financing plan for Brooklyn Bridge Park and would like to urge the Committee on Alternatives to retain
this plan going forward to ensure the completion of the park without delay.

This beautiful park serves the Federation’s constituents as well as the residents of Brooklyn and people
throughout the City. it gives people a respite from their daily activities and allows them a place to enjoy
the beauty that the park has to offer.

On behalf of the Sephardic Community Federation, we endorse this plan and hope that it gets
underway as soon as possible. Please feel free to contact me with any questions at 212-566-5400.
Thank you.

Sincerely,

N
Gl .
Jeffrey S. Leb

Executive Director
Sephardic Community Federation

ONE COMMUNITY-ONE VOICE
< 1AL SERVICES ORG ANIZATIONS
Sephordic Bkur Holim « Sephardic Community Center » Sephardic Angel Fund « SAFE.
Sepnardic Food Fund « Ahi Ezer senior Citzen Housing « Sephardic Career Senvices « Matan Baseter
COMMUNITY SCHOOLS

Mogen David » Yeshiva of Flatbush « Borkai « Ateret Torah Cenfor s Ahi Ezer « Shaorei Torah « Deal Yeshiva « Gesher Yehuda » Hilel » fan » Torah Academy
Kings Bay o Mikdash Melech « Nefesh Academy « OhelToroh « Rambom = SEAD. « LAB. + Ssphardic Rabbinkcal College » Abegra franco Women's Coiage

150 Broadway. Suite 901, New York, NY 10038 « (212} 5646-5400 « A Not for Profit Organization
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FLATBUSH SHOMRIM SAFETY PATRo L

2294 Nostrand Avenve, suite 1000 Brooklyn, N.Y. 11210

Phone: 718-338-9453 « Fax: 718-338-9725
24 Hour Emergency Hotline: 718-338-9797

Boruch Moskovitz

Naftoll Rosenberg

Chaim Schart November 29, 2010
Coordinators

Gilles Gade
Jos! Reichmon
Adminishafive Stoff

fabbi Shmuel Zev Friedman Regina Myer

Robbinicol Adviser Brooklyn Bridge Park
334 Furman Street
Brooklyn, NY 11201

Dear Ms. Myer

The Flatbush Shomrim Safety patrol is a Brooklyn based organization that serves
the Flatbush, Midwood, Marine Park and Sheepshead Bay areas.

It has come to our attention that the Commission for Alternatives will be
discussing for a planned expansion of the Brooklyn Bridge Park.

Since our Community uses this park, we wholeheartedly support the expansion.
We can also be ensured that with this expansion our communities will continue to have a
safe place to go for all to enjoy.

We thank you in advance for your consideration,

Flatbush Shomrim Safety Patrol
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