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Algae: a plantlike organism that grows and lives in wa-
ter. Algae comes in shades of green, brown, and red. It 
has many shapes and textures. Sometimes people call it 
seaweed. 

 

Abiotic factors: those nonliving physical and chemical 
factors which affect the ability of organisms to survive and 
reproduce. 

 

Bar graph: A graph that shows rectangles with lengths 
proportional to numbers as a visual way of comparing the 
numbers.  

Biotic factors: The living portion of an environment. 

 

Bivalve: an aquatic mollusk that has a soft body enclosed 
within a hinged shell, such as oysters, clams, mussels, and 
scallops. In other words, an animal with two shells. 

 

Brackish: Slightly salty water, due to the mixture of 
freshwater from rivers and streams and seawater. 

 

Driftwood: pieces of wood or tree debris that are floating 
on the water or have been washed ashore.  

 

Ecosystem: community together with its environment, 
functioning as a unit.  

 

Estuary: A semi-enclosed body of water containing both 
fresh and salt water.  

 

Habitat: The area or environment where an organism or 
ecological community normally lives or occurs. 

 

Intertidal zone: the area that is above water at low tide 
and under water at high tide. Also know as the seashore 
or shoreline and sometimes referred to as the littoral 
zone.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Living thing: organisms composed of cells that display 
the key characteristics of life. These characteristics include 
the ability to grow, reproduce, take in and use energy, 
excrete waste, respond to the environment, and possess 
an organized structure. 

 

Man-made: made or caused by human beings (as op-

posed to naturally occurring); artificial.  

Nonliving: Not having the characteristics of life.  

 

Natural: existing and produced by nature; not artificial  

 

Plot:  To mark, note, or locate on a map or chart. 

Tally: A method of keeping count where you draw one 
line (or tally) for each item you count.  

 

Tidal Strait: A channel that connects two saltwater  
bodies. The East River is technically a tidal strait because it 
connects the New York Bay to the Long Island Sound. 

  

Univalve: a mollusk with a shell consisting of a single 
valve or piece , such as a snail. Also known as gastropods. 

 

Line graph: A graph in which line segments join points 
representing different values   
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